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Professor Rupert Maclean is Chair Professor of International Education in the Department of Policy and 
Administration and Director of the Centre for Lifelong Learning Research and Development, in the 
Hong Kong Institute of Education.  He concurrently holds the honorary positions of Senior Research 
Fellow, University of Oxford, Department of Education, England; Adjunct Professor, School of 
Education, Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology (RMIT) University, Melbourne, Australia; Visiting 
Professor of International Education, School of Education, East China Normal University, Shanghai; 
Special Advisor on Curriculum Development and Reform concerning Technical and Vocational 
Education and Training, Zhejiang Technology Institute of Economy, Hangzhou Province, China; and, 
Member, Advisory Board, Colombo Plan Staff Training College (CPSC), Manila, Philippines. 
 
Immediately prior to joining the Hong Kong Institute of Education in July 2009, Professor Maclean was 
the Foundation Director of the UNESCO International Centre for Technical and Vocational Education 
and Training, Bonn, Germany, for eight years. In 2007-2008, he was Chairperson of the Committee of 
the Heads of the (23) United Nations Agencies in Germany. Prior to this, he was Director of Secondary 
Education, UNESCO Paris; Chief of the Asia-Pacific Centre of Educational Innovation for 
Development, UNESCO Bangkok; and, UNESCO's Chief Technical Advisor for a United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) to  reform and strengthen teacher education in Myanmar. 
 
His research specialization are education in developing, transition and post-conflict countries; 
educational innovation for development; skills development for employability; educational 
disadvantage; teacher education reform; and, sociology of teachers as an occupational group. 
 
He has published many books, chapters in books, research reports, journal articles, and numerous book 
reviews, editorials, series editors introductions, chapters in conference proceedings and other articles. 
Professor Maclean is the editor of two international book series. Some of his publications have been 
translated from English into Chinese, French, Arabic, Russian, Japanese, and/or Spanish. 
 
He is the founding father of the Asia-Pacific Educational Research Association (APERA) and the 
Association's international journal Educational Research for Policy and Practice. He has given numerous 
invited keynote addresses at major international conferences, for example, 49 keynote addresses have 
been given over the past five years. 


